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able that the Zapoteeans borrowed from both the
Mayas and Aztecs.
The Aztecs' year was of three hundred and sixty-
five days without any correction or Intercalary ad-
dition, and hence, in the course of time, their calendar
lost most of its seasonal value or significance. Be-
cause of the omission of the extra hours In each solar
year It became necessary for the priest constantly to
alter the dates of festivals. The Nexiuhilpilitzli or
*'Binding of the Years" consisted of fifty-two years
which ran In two cycles: one of fifty-two years of
three hundred and sixty-five days, and the other of
seventy-three groups of two hundred and sixty days
each. The former was the course of the solar year
divided into eighteen periods of twenty days or
months with five unlucky (nemontemi) days over and
above the others. These were not Intercalated, but
were Included in the year and overflowed the yearly
division of twenty days. The seventy-three groups
of two hundred and sixty days were subdivided Into
smaller groups or "birth-cycles" of thirteen days. The
twenty days were the basis of time reckoning
(cempohudLli) from the waxing to the waning of the
moon. Every day in this period had its name or sym-
bol, such as "snake," "wind," "reed," "house," etc.
Each cempohualli (twenty days) was divided into
four five-day periods or weeks which were known by
the symbol or name of the middle or third day in each*
The day names ran on with no regard to the length
of the year and the year itself was called by the name
of the middle day of the week on which it began. As
there were only twenty day names It is obvious that
there were four: (calli) house, (rocJitli) rabbit.